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"The world of the 18th century salon has long been lauded as a
meritocratic setting where writers, philosophers, and women created
the Enlightenment. Based on a thorough study of archival sources and
using methodology derived from cultural history, social history, and the
history of literature, The World of Salons proposes a completely new
reading of salons' sociability in eighteenth-century Paris. It challenges
the commonly accepted vision of salons as literary circles that were
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part of the Republic of Letters. It argues, instead, that salons were
institutions of worldly sociability, had helped shape 'the world' (le
monde) and high society. They have been essential places where the
aristocratic elites of the capital met and interacted with literary figures.
These interactions based on the mastery of the codes of polite
conversation but also on the circulation of news and of personal
reputations are the subject of this book. The World of the Salon looks
at the way in which eighteenth-century social elites redefined
themselves through their practices of worldly sociability. It highlights
why some men of letters of the Enlightenment attended the salons.
Moving from the salons to worldliness permits taking on some broader
debates as well. What relations did worldly sociability maintain with the
public sphere? How did the Parisian nobility use the idea of worldly
merit and the figure of the man of the world (homme du monde) to
preserve its social preeminence? Was the new political culture
characterized by an appeal to the public compatible with the
monarchical apparatus and with court intrigues? The World of the
Salons is suitable for an Anglophone audience of early modern
European cultural, political, and intellectual historians"--Provided by
publisher.
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In Light without Heat, David Carroll Simon argues for the importance of
carelessness to the literary and scientific experiments of the
seventeenth century. While scholars have often looked to this period in
order to narrate the triumph of methodical rigor as a quintessentially
modern intellectual value, Simon describes the appeal of open-ended
receptivity to the protagonists of the new science. In straying from the
work of self-possession and the duty to sift fact from fiction, early
modern intellectuals discovered the cognitive advantages of the
undisciplined mind. Exploring the influence of what he calls the
"observational mood" on both poetry and prose, Simon offers new
readings of Michel de Montaigne, Francis Bacon, Izaak Walton, Henry
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Power, Robert Hooke, Robert Boyle, Andrew Marvell, and John Milton.
He also extends his inquiry beyond the boundaries of early modernity,
arguing for a literary theory that trades strict methodological
commitment for an openness to lawless drift.
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