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Waking to find himself shipwrecked on a strange shore before a dark
wood, the pilgrim of the Divine Comedy realises he must set his sights
higher and guide his ship to a radically different port. Starting on the
sand of that very shore with Dante, John Freccero begins retracing the
famous voyage recounted by the poet nearly 700 years ago. Freccero
follows pilgrim and poet through the Comedy and then beyond, inviting
readers both uninitiated and accomplished to join him in navigating
this complex medieval masterpiece and its influence on later literature.
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