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This work examines the relationship between adolescents' passage to
adulthood and community adaptation, resiliency, and survival. It
reviews the literature on initiation and rites of passage along with
relevant concepts from community psychology, especially the notion of
a psychological sense of community. Cross-cultural ethnographies and
case studies offer examples of traditional initiation rites. Elements
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central to a psychological sense of community and community-oriented
rites of passage are explored.


