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This title aims to trace the various uses of the concept of necessity in
international law, with the goal of determining whether there is any
overarching unity to these uses across the subdisciplines of
international law. The authors not only discuss necessity in
international humanitarian law and jus in bello, but also aim to situate
necessity as understood in IHL within a larger discourse of international
law generally, and to untangle the confusing and often inconsistent
usages of the term 'necessity' in these broad areas of international law,
including human rights law. The authors argue that the concept of
necessity in international law has three different conceptions that cut
across the various domains of international law: necessity as exception,
necessity as license, and necessity as regulation.
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