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With the centenary of the First World War, communities across Canada
arranged commemorations of the war experience to honour local
servicemen who, through their triumphs and sacrifices, were presented
as laying the foundation for a free and independent country. Often
overlooked are the triumphs and sacrifices of those who supported
those soldiers, and the war effort in general, back at home. The
Frontier of Patriotism provides an in-depth look at all aspects of
Alberta's involvement in the war, reflecting Albertans' experiences both
on the battlefield and on the home front. Contributors of the 40 essays
all draw heavily on national and local archival resources. The war is
seen through the letters, diaries and memoirs of the individuals who
lived through it, as well as through accounts in local newspapers.
Readers will come away from this collection with a deeper appreciation
of the different ways that the First World War, and its aftermath, shaped
the lives of Albertans. For many, these four tumultuous years
represented a time of individual valour and of communities pulling
together and sacrificing for a noble cause. Yet, for others, the war left
disillusionment and anger. Exploring these regional and local stories,
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as well as the national story, helps us understand the commonalities
and distinctiveness of what it means to be Canadian. The Frontier of
Patriotism is the most comprehensive treatment of Alberta during these
critical, transformational years. With Contributions By:  Rod Macleod,
Juliette Champagne, John Matthews, Patricia Myers, Kathryn Ivany, L.
James Dempsey, Duff Crerar, Brett Clifton, Michale Lang, Ryan Flavelle,
Juliette Champagne, David Borys, J. Robert Lampard, Antonella Fanella,
Allan Kerr, Doug Styles, Aritha Van Herk, Norman Knowles, David
Joseph Gallant, Stephen Greenhalgh, Jeff Keshen, Alvin Finkel, Catherine
C. Cole, Peter McKenzie-Brown, Ken Tingley, Robert Rutherdale,
Michael Dawe, Sean Moir, Anthony Worman, Donald B. Smith, Chris
Hyland, Paul Stortz, Jarett Henderson, P. Whitney Lackenbuaer,
Kassandra Luciuk, Amy J. Shaw, Mark Osborne Humphries, Donald G.
Wethrell, Allan Row, and Rory Cory.


