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Sommario/riassunto The Geometrisation Conjecture was proposed by William Thurston in
the mid 1970s in order to classify compact 3-manifolds by means of a
canonical decomposition along essential, embedded surfaces into
pieces that possess geometric structures. It contains the famous
Poincare Conjecture as a special case. In 2002, Grigory Perelman
announced a proof of the Geometrisation Conjecture based on Richard
Hamilton's Ricci flow approach, and presented it in a series of three
celebrated arXiv preprints.    Since then there has been an ongoing
effort to understand Perelman's work by giving more detailed and
accessible presentations of his ideas or alternative arguments for
various parts of the proof. This book is a contribution to this
endeavour. Its two main innovations are first a simplified version of
Perelman's Ricci flow with surgery, which is called Ricci flow with
bubbling-off, and secondly a completely different and original
approach to the last step of the proof. In addition, special effort has
been made to simplify and streamline the overall structure of the
argument, and make the various parts independent of one another.    A
complete proof of the Geometrisation Conjecture is given, modulo pre-
Perelman results on Ricci flow, Perelman's results on the -functional
and -solutions, as well as the Colding-Minicozzi extinction paper. The
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book can be read by anyone already familiar with these results, or
willing to accept them as black boxes. The structure of the proof is
presented in a lengthy introduction, which does not require knowledge
of geometric analysis. The bulk of the proof is the existence theorem
for Ricci flow with bubbling-off, which is treated in parts I and II. Part III
deals with the long time behaviour of Ricci flow with bubbling-off. Part
IV finishes the proof of the Geometrisation Conjecture.
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The strange and harrowing sight of a person being awake but unaware
with no evidence of a working mind - the characteristics of the
vegetative state - provokes intense debate and raises profound
questions for health professionals, ethicists, philosophers and lawyers.
This unique account by an unrivalled expert in the field, who himself
collaborated in coining the term 'persistent vegetative state', surveys
the medical, ethical and legal issues that surround this controversial
topic. The medical definition and criteria for diagnosis are discussed,
as are its frequency and causes, and possible outcomes. Ethical
arguments discussed include the conflict between sanctity of life and
respect for the autonomy and best interests of the victim, and between
killing and letting die. Legal issues are explored with details of
landmark court cases from the USA, Britain and elsewhere. This well-
informed and carefully constructed account will be a benchmark for
medical specialists, ethicists, lawyers and philosophers.


