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More than three hundred million years ago-a relatively recent date in
the two billion years since life first appeared-vertebrate animals first
ventured onto land. This usefully illustrated book describes how some
finned vertebrates acquired limbs, giving rise to more than 25,000
extant tetrapod species. Michel Laurin uses paleontological, geological,
physiological, and comparative anatomical data to describe this
monumental event. He summarizes key concepts of modern
paleontological research, including biological nomenclature,
paleontological and molecular dating, and the methods used to infer
phylogeny and character evolution. Along with a discussion of the
evolutionary pressures that may have led vertebrates onto dry land, the
book also shows how extant vertebrates yield clues about the conquest
of land and how scientists uncover evolutionary history.
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The retina plays a critical role in the organization of the circadian
system by synchronizing the brain’s central clock with the external day
through transduction of the daily light/dark cycle.  However, the
substantial variation in luminance imposed on the retina between day
and night also poses a challenge to its role as a sensory tissue – how is
it possible to faithfully encode the enormous dynamic range of
luminance that can exceed 10 orders of magnitude? The Retina and
Circadian Rhythms summarizes the knowledge accumulated over the
last 30 years about the organization of the retinal circadian clock in
many different species, concentrating on the roles that this circadian
system plays in retinal function. About the Series: The Springer Series
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in Vision Research is a comprehensive update and overview of cutting
edge vision research, exploring, in depth, current breakthroughs at a
conceptual level. It details the whole visual system, from molecular
processes to anatomy, physiology and behavior and covers both
invertebrate and vertebrate organisms from terrestrial and aquatic
habitats. Each book in the Series is aimed at all individuals with
interests in vision including advanced graduate students, post-doctoral
researchers, established vision scientists and clinical investigators.The
series editors are N. Justin Marshall, Queensland Brain Institute, The
University of Queensland, Australia and Shaun P. Collin, Neuroecology
Group within the School of Animal Biology and the Oceans Institute at
the University of Western Australia.
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This book presents an original empirical investigation of the market
structure of airline city pair markets, shedding new light on the
workings of competitive processes between firms. Examining a cross-
section of US airline city pairs, Tabacco proposes for the first time that
the industry can be understood as a natural oligopoly, each airline
market being dominated by one to three airline carriers regardless of
market size. The author questions the extent to which airlines
deliberately prevent head-to-head competition within city pair markets,
and draws intriguing conclusions about competitive forces from the
observed market structure. Uncovering some of the main corporate
strategies of the airline industry, the book is of immediate relevance to
industry managers and practitioners, as well as academic economists.
Giovanni Tabacco is Assistant Professor of Economics at Swansea
University School of Management, Wales. Prior to this he worked in the
Economics Department of the University of Bologna, Italy. His research
interests include industrial organization, experimental economics and
competition policy, and competition economics.
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