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El tema de las dindmicas culturales ha experimentado un desarrollo
importante durante los Gltimos afios dentro de la arqueologia
mesoamericana. Apoyandose a la vez sobre el mejoramiento de los
conocimientos acerca de los contenidos culturales de las diferentes
entidades, como de sus evoluciones diacrénicas, y gracias a una
renovacion de los acercamientos tedricos, el estudio de relaciones tan
diversas como el comercio y el abastecimiento en materias primas, los
intercambios a nivel de la ideologia y la circulacion de de las ideas,
hasta las migraciones de grupos humanos, de nueva cuenta ha vuelto a
ser tema de actualidad. Es en particular el caso de las relaciones
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complejas que se han establecido entre el occidente, el centro-norte, el
noroccidente y la cuenca central, que encuentran asi nuevas
oportunidades de interpretacion. E s t e volumen se propone revisar
algunos aspectos de estas dinamicas culturales entre el Preclasico y el
Epiclasico, a raiz de las investigaciones recientes. Se examinan
sucesivamente el periodo Preclasico, ¢ o n contribuciones sobre El
Operio, la cultura de las tumbas de tiro, la cultura Chupicuaro y la
cuenca de México, el periodo Clasico, c o n el problema de las
relaciones de Teotihuacan conel centro - norte , y por finel periodo
Epiclasico con estudios realizados en Jalisco, Zacatecas, Guanajuato y el
centrode México.
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Part, | Introduction -- chapter An Unreliable Man -- part, Il The Melting
Pot and After -- chapter 1 America's Ethnic Pattern: "Melting Pot" or
"Nation of Nations"? (1953) -- chapter 2 American Jewry or American
Judaism? (1991) -- chapter 3 American Epic: Then and Now (1998) --
chapter 4 Culture and Achievement (2000) -- chapter 5 Assimilation
Today: Is One Identity Enough? (2004) -- part, Ill On Race -- chapter 6
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America's Race Paradox: The Gap between Social Progress & Political
Despair (1968) -- chapter 7 Academic Freedom in the 1990s (1996) --
chapter 8 Impediments to Integration (1999) -- chapter 9 In Defense of
Preference (1998) -- part, IV Social Policy -- chapter 10 The Limits of
Social Policy (1971) -- chapter 11 Reform Work, Not Welfare (1975) --
part, V Architecture and Urbanism -- chapter 12 On Subway Graffiti in
New York (1979) -- chapter 13 Paris--The View from New York (1984)
-- chapter 14 The Prince, the People, and the Architects (1990) -- part,
VI Glazer on Glazer -- chapter 15 My Life in Sociology (2012) --
chapter 16 Commentary: The Early Years (2005) -- chapter 17 On
Being Deradicalized (1970) -- chapter 18 Neoconservative from the
Start (2005) -- part, VIl Glazer on Saociology -- chapter 19 Tocqueville
and Riesman (2000) -- part, VIII Appraisals -- chapter 20 America's
Leading Neoconservative Social Democrat / \n Dionne\n E. J.\n Jr.\n --
chapter 21 A Beautiful Mind / Mark Lilla -- chapter 22 "A Young Man at
the periphery of the Profession” / Peter Skerry -- chapter 23 A
Sociologist for All Seasons * / Jackson Toby -- chapter 24 Connecting
the World of Thought / Reed Ueda.

"Sociologist Nathan Glazer's remarkably long and productive career as a
New York intellectual spans seven decades from the Great Depression
era to the late twentieth century. A voracious intellect with a perpetual
sense of curiosity, he defies easy labelling. When Ideas Mattered is a
critical volume, but it also contains autobiographical essays Glazer has
written over the years to explain the evolution of his own thought. The
book is a sensitive and nuanced examination of a towering intellectual
figure on the American scene. It is organized into sections
corresponding to Glazer's wide ranging interests: ethnicity, race, social
policy and urbanism, and architecture. He has written on the myth of

the American melting pot, the nature of American communism, the

perils and importance of affirmative action, and the limits of social

policy. Because Glazer's work has influenced succeeding generations of
thinkers and scholars in a number of fields, the editors have included
appraisals and assessments by several of these writers written
especially for this volume."--Provided by publisher.



