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If we want to understand the vicissitudes of modern democracy then,
argues the author, we need to analyse the ideas upon which
representative government is based rather than compare contemporary
conditions with the Greek ideal. These principal ideas have been
presented clearly in past centuries, when the relation between
democracy and representation was still a matter of political judgement.
The old masters of political thinking clarified the functions of
representation: legitimising power, creating sovereignty but also
setting its limits, and pursuing the common good while still reflecting
social diversity. Because institutions of representation are expected to
fulfil a variety of functions, these institutions have in recent times come
under attack for standing in the way of radical programs for
democratising democracy. The author of this book reminds us that
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these functions are necessary in every political order, whether
democratic or not. Instead of rejecting representation, political
theorists should focus on making government more accountable.
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Sommario/riassunto Born in Nigeria, Tito Momen was raised to observe the strict and radical
teachings of Islam. As early as age five, he was waking before dawn
every morning to attend the mosque and pray with the men in his
village. By age six, he was training to memorize the Qur'an by copying
the entire book word for word. And as he grew he was being raised to
emerge as a leader among clerics, capable of leading a jihad to convert
nonbelievers to Islam. As a young student he was introduced to
Christianity and later baptized in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, a decision which lead to estrangement from his family and
harsh cultural and legal consequences. A memoir of faith, freedom, and
redemption, this is an inspirational story of a man whose faith journey
lead to a life sentence at a notoriously harsh Egyptian prison until his
physical and spiritual release.
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