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"I still hear the voice of my mother telling me what all women in our
village tell their daughters: 'Mariam, a woman's honour is as fragile and
as beautiful as a butterfly's wings. What is a butterfly without wings,
except a worm?' It's probably a good thing that my mother didn't live to
see me now." A beautifully crafted novel about two sisters who face the
stigma of shame, the sorrow of loss, and the startling hope one can

find when someone shows you a different way of seeing the world.
"Maryam is stuck in an abusive marriage, living with her in-laws, in a
conservative, toxically religious Middle Eastern setting. A few years
back, her father was given a jar of priceless perfume by a dying leper
and it seemed as if their fortunes would improve, but then Maryam's
father contracted leprosy and was exiled by the village. Maryam and her
brother, Eleazar, and sister, Marta, experience the shame and ostracism
this brings. The precious jar that was meant to bring them freedom,

but it only seems to have brought destruction. But rumours abound
concerning a new doctor; perhaps hope is on the horizon. A beautifully



crafted novel about two sisters who face the stigma of shame, the
sorrow of loss, and the startling hope one can find when someone
shows you a different way of seeing the world"--Amazon.com.



