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challenges to a belief in the afterlife: a Catholic perspective / Didier
Pollefeyt -- Facing death: what happens to the Holocaust if death is the
last word? / John K. Roth.
"What do we learn about death from the Holocaust and how does it
impact our responses to mortality today? Facing Death: Confronting
Mortality in the Holocaust and Ourselves brings together the work of
eleven Holocaust and genocide scholars who address these difficult
questions, convinced of the urgency of further reflection on the
Holocaust as the last survivors pass away. The volume is distinctive in
its dialogical and introspective approach, where the contributors
position themselves to confront their own impending death while
listening to the voices of victims and learning from their intimate
experiences. Broken in to three parts, this collection engages with
these voices in a way that is not only scholarly, but deeply personal.
The first part of the book engages with Holocaust testimony by drawing
on the writings of survivors and witnesses such as Elie Wiesel, Jean
Amery, and Charlotte Delbo, including rare accounts from members of
the Sonderkommando. Reflections of post-Holocaust generations--the
children and grandchildren of survivors--are housed in the second
part, addressing questions of remembrance and memorialization. The
concluding essays offer intimate self-reflection about how engagement
with the Holocaust impacts the contributors' personal lives, faiths, and
ethics. In an age of continuing atrocities, this volume provides careful
attention to the affective dimension of coping with death, in particular,
how loss and grief are deferred or denied, narrated and passed along"
--
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Contesting Justice examines the development of the laws and practices
governing the status of women in Muslim society, particularly in terms
of marriage, polygamy, inheritance, and property rights. Ahmed E.
Souaiaia argues that such laws were not methodically derived from
legal sources but rather are the preserved understanding and practices
of the early ruling elite. Based on his quantitative, linguistic, and
normative analyses of Quranic texts—and contrary to the established
practice—the author shows that these texts sanction only monogamous
marriages, guarantee only female heirs' shares, and do not prescribe an
inheritance principle that awards males twice the shares of females. He
critically explores the way religion is developed and then is
transformed into a social control mechanism that transcends legal
reform, gender-sensitive education, or radical modernization. To
ameliorate the legal, political, and economic status of women in the
Islamic world, Souaiaia recommends the strengthening of civil society
institutions that will challenge wealth-engendered majoritism, curtail
society-manufactured conformity, and bridle the absolute power of the
state.


