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The castles of the late medieval period represent some of the finest
medieval monuments in Britain, with an almost infinite capacity to
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fascinate and draw controversy. They are also a source of considerable
academic debate.<BR> The contents of this volume represent key
works in castle scholarship. Topics discussed include castle warfare,
fortress customs, architectural design and symbolism, spatial planning
and the depiction of castles in medieval romance. The contributions
also serve to highlight the diversity of approaches to the medieval
castle, ranging from the study of documentary and literary sources,
analysis of fragmentary architectural remains and the recording of field
archaeology. The result is a survey that offers an in-depth analysis of
castle building from the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries, and places
castles within their broader social, architectural and political contexts.
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