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Imitation and emulation are mechanisms of competition in international
relations that are theoretically posited but empirically diffuse.
Goldsmith provides a trenchant overview of the extant literature and
evidence, finding that specification and operationalization problems
may explain the disconnect. Providing a distinctive and generalizable
approach drawing on concepts from psychology and organizational
behavior, this book refines theories of foreign policy to include
observational learning to identify when imitation is likely and what
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behaviors are most imitated. Both statistical and case study methods
are used to uncover patterns of analogy usage. Looking at Russia and
the Ukraine, Goldsmith increases our understanding of the foreign
policies of these two states while also expanding the empirical base of
research. By exploring the practical and theoretical significance of
learning and imitation, this is an important contribution for foreign
policy professionals and scholars.
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This book offers a novel, refreshing and politically engaged way to
think about public policy. Instead of treating policy as simply the
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government’s best efforts to address problems, it offers a way to
question critically how policies produce “problems” as particular sorts
of problems, with important political implications. Governing, it is
argued, takes place through these problematizations. According to the
authors, interrogating policies and policy proposals as
problematizations involves asking questions about the assumptions
they rely upon, how they have been made, what their effects are, as
well as how they could be unmade. To enable this form of critical
analysis, this book introduces an analytic strategy, the “What’s the
Problem Represented to be?” (WPR) approach. It features examples of
applications of the approach with topics as diverse as obesity,
economic policy, migration, drug and alcohol policy, and gender
equality to illustrate the growing popularity of this way of thinking and
to provide clear and useful examples of poststructural policy analysis in
practice. Carol Bacchi is Professor Emerita of Politics at the University of
Adelaide, Australia. Her work over the past forty years has encouraged
rethinking of taken-for-granted truths about women’s history, equality
policy and public policy generally. Major publications include: Same
Difference: Feminism and Sexual Difference (1990), Women, Policy and
Politics: The Construction of Policy Problems (1999) and Analysing
Policy: What’s the Problem Represented to Be? (2009). Susan Goodwin is
Associate Professor of Policy Studies at the University of Sydney,
Australia. Her research focuses on social policy and gender, and she
contributes to policy processes at local, national and international
levels. Recent publications include Markets, Rights and Power in
Australian Social Policy (2015), Schools, Communities and Social
Inclusion (2011) and Social Policy for Social Change (2010).


