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The academic career of internationally recognized Professor of Slavic
Studies Magnus Ljunggren spans more than a half century. Here he
looks back over his meetings with prominent members of the Russian
intelligentsia who from the liberalizing XXII Party Congress in 1961 and
down to the present have in various forms struggled with the
totalitarian structures of Soviet and post-Soviet society. As a literary
scholar Ljunggren has focused on Andrei Bely's novel Petersburg,
Russian Symbolism and Russian Silver Age literature and culture. His
memoirs reflect on how his study of Symbolism and his commitment to
the Russian civil rights movement over the years have stimulated each
other and contributed to a deeper understanding of Russia's distinctive
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character. Ljunggren's gallery of intimate and colorful portraits includes
Bulat Okudzhava, Yevgeny Yevtushenko, Joseph Brodsky, Viktor
Shklovsky, Lidia Chukovskaya, and Nina Berberova.
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Sommario/riassunto Veroffentlicht 1899, ist "Escal-Vigor" des belgischen Schriftstellers
Georges Eekhoud eine sehr fruhe und gewagte Darstellung von
Homosexualitat zur Zeit der Jahrhundertwende. Zeitlich vor dem Autor
Gide, schreibt Eekhoud einen Roman, der vollig der Liebesgeschichte
zwischen zwei Mannern gewidmet ist. Interessant dabei ist, dass ihr
tragisches Schicksal mit einer gewaltigen Begeisterung geschrieben ist.
Homosexualitat ist gekennzeichnet als eine "absolute Religion", und in
seinem Roman will Eekhoud seine Leser eindeutig konvertieren und
reformieren.
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