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Introduction : elevator pitch -- I. Awakening to blessing -- Blessing is
like bulletproof glass -- Blessing is God's prerogative -- Original sin is
unnecessary and unhelpful -- A tale of two boxes and a golden thread
-- . Revisiting the garden -- Let's all take a deep breath about Genesis
-- God's actions speak loudly of blessing -- You can't rush happily ever
after -- lll. Rethinking Sin -- East of Eden -- We're blankets, not sheets
of steel -- We all live downstream -- Bodies, babies, and baptism -- IV.
Rediscovering Jesus -- Why do we need Jesus? -- Why the cross is a
blessing -- V. Living into blessing -- Practice, not perfect -- Serpents,
doves, and eyeglasses.

Of the world's three major religions, only Christianity holds to a
doctrine of original sin. Ideas are powerful, and they shape who we are
and who we become. The fact that many Christians believe there is
something in human nature that is, and will always be, contrary to God,
is not just a problem but a tragedy. So why do the doctrine's
assumptions of human nature so infiltrate our pulpits, sermons, and
theological bookshelves? How is it so misconstrued in times of grief,
pastoral care, and personal shame? How did we fall so far from God's
original blessing in the garden to this pervasive belief in humanity's
innate inability to do good? In this book, Danielle Shroyer takes readers
through an overview of the historical development of the doctrine,



pointing out important missteps and overcalculations, and providing
alternative ways to approach often-used Scriptures. Throughout, she
brings the primary claims of original sin to their untenable (and
unbiblical) conclusions. In Original Blessing, she shows not only how we
got this doctrine wrong, but how we can put sin back in its rightful

place: in a broader context of redemption and the blessing of
humanity's creation in the image of God.



