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The motivation for this volume came from the idea that the
Precambrian is the key, both to the present, and to the understanding
of the Earth as a whole. The Precambrian constitutes about 85% of
Earth's history, and of that, about 3.75 billion years of Precambrian
time, represented by rocks, are accessible to geoscientists. Ancient
atmospheric and environmental conditions can be traced back to the
time when the Earth was only about 250 million years old. Precambrian
rocks supply almost 75% of important mineral resources such as Fe,
Mn, Au, Pt and Cr. Many of these elements are associated with


