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This multi-authored volume, by an authoritative team of international
scholars, examines the transmission of Ciceronian rhetoric in medieval
and early Renaissance Europe, concentrating on the fortunes, in
particular, of the two dominant classical rhetorical textbooks of the
time, Cicero’s early De inventione , and the contemporary ‘pseudo-
Ciceronian’ Rhetorica ad Herennium . The volume is unprecedented in
range and depth as a presentation of the place of classical rhetoric in
medieval culture, and will serve to revise views of a period seen until
recently as largely indifferent to the values of ‘eloquence’. The main
body of the volume is composed of a series of ground-breaking studies
of the relationship between Ciceronian rhetoric and a wide range of
intellectual traditions and cultural practices, including dialectic, law,
conduct theory, memory, poetics and practical composition teaching,
preaching, ars dictaminis, and political oratory. Also included are
important contextualizing essays on the commentary tradition of the
Ciceronian juvenilia, on the textual history and manuscript
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transmission of Cicero’s rhetorical works, and on the Latin and
vernacular traditions of Ciceronian rhetoric in Italy. The volume
concludes with an annotated appendix of illustrative texts containing
extracts from the commentary tradition on Ciceronian rhetoric, most of
which have not been previously available in printing.


