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Title from publisher's bibliographic system (viewed on 05 Oct 2015).
Includes bibliographical references and index.

; Machine generated contents note: ; 1. Slovakia, the Slovaks and their
history / Dusan Kovac -- ; 2. The Duchy of Nitra / Jan Steinhubel -- ; 3.
The beginnings of the nobility in Slovakia / Jan Lukacka -- ; 4. Medieval
towns / Vladimir Seges -- ; 5. Renaissance and humanist tendencies in
Slovakia / Eva Frimmova -- ; 6. The period of religious disturbances in
Slovakia / Viliam Cicaj -- ; 7. The Enlightenment and the beginnings of
the modern Slovak nation / Eva Kowalska -- ; 8. Slovak Slavism and
Panslavism / L'Udovit Hakaksim -- ; 9. The Slovak political programme:
from Hungarian patriotism to the Czecho-Slovak state / Dusan Kovac
--; 10. Slovakia in Czechoslovakia, 1918-1938 / Natalia Krajcovicova
--; 11. Slovakia from the Munich Conference to the declaration of



Sommario/riassunto

independence / Valerian Bystricky -- ; 12. The Slovak state, 1939-1945
/ lvan Kamenec -- ; 13. The Slovak question and the resistance
movement during the Second World War / Jan Rychlik.

; 14. The Slovak National Uprising: the most dramatic moment in the
nation's history / Vilem Precan -- ; 15. The Slovak question, 1945-
1948 / Michal Barnovsky -- ; 16. Czechoslovakism in Slovak history /
Elisabeth Bakke -- ; 17. The Magyar minority in Slovakia before and
after the Second World War / Stefan Sutaj -- ; 18. The establishment of
totalitarianism in Slovakia after the February coup of 1948 and the
culmination of mass persecution, 1948-1953 / Jan Pesek -- ; 19.
Slovakia and the attempt to reform socialism in Czechoslovakia, 1963-
1969 / Stanislav Sikora -- ; 20. Slovakia's position within the Czecho-
Slovak federation, 1968-1970 / Jozef Zatkuliak -- ; 21. Slovakia under
communism, 1948-1989: controversial developments in the economy,
society and culture / Miroslav Londak, Elena Londakova -- ; 22. The fall
of communism and the establishment of an independent Slovakia /
Michal Stefansky -- ; 23. Afterword: Slovakia in history / Mikulas Teich.

Until the dissolution of Czechoslovakia, Slovakia's identity seemed
inextricably linked with that of the former state. This book explores the
key moments and themes in the history of Slovakia from the Duchy of
Nitra's ninth-century origins to the establishment of independent
Slovakia at midnight 1992-3. Leading scholars chart the gradual ethnic
awakening of the Slovaks during the Reformation and Counter-
Reformation and examine how Slovak national identity took shape with
the codification of standard literary Slovak in 1843 and the subsequent
development of the Slovak national movement. They show how, after a
thousand years of Magyar-Slovak coexistence, Slovakia became part of
the new Czechoslovak state from 1918-39, and shed new light on its
role as a Nazi client state as well as on the postwar developments
leading up to full statehood in the aftermath of the collapse of
communism in 1989. There is no comparable book in English on the
subject.
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Includes bibliographical references (pages [579]-584) and index.

Written by John Ferling, one of America's leading historians of the
Revolutionary era, The First of Men offers an illuminating portrait of
George Washington's life, with emphasis on his military and political
career. Here is a riveting account that captures Washington in all his
complexity, recounting not only Washington's familiar sterling
qualities--courage, industry, ability to make difficult decisions,
ceaseless striving for self-improvement, love of his family and loyalty
to friends--but also his less well known character flaws. Indeed, as
Ferling shows, Washington had to overcome many negative traits as he
matured into a leader. The young Washington was accused of
ingratitude and certain of his letters from this period read as if they
were written by "a pompous martinet and a whining, petulant brat." As
commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, he lost his temper more
than once and indulged flatterers. Aaron Burr found him "a boring,
colorless person.” As president, he often believed the worst about
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individual officials. Ferling concludes that Washington's personality and
temperament were those of "a self-centered and self-absorbed man,
one who since youth had exhibited a fragile self-esteem." And yet he
managed to realize virtually every grand design he ever conceived.
Ferling's Washington is driven, fired by ambition, envy, and dreams of
fame and fortune. Yet his leadership and character galvanized the
American Revolution--probably no one else could have kept the war
going until the master stroke at Yorktown--and helped the fledgling
nation take, and survive, its first unsteady steps. This superb
paperback makes available once again an unflinchingly honest and
compelling biography of the father of our country.
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