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Evidence grows daily of the changing climate and its impact on plants
and animals. Plant function is inextricably linked to climate and
atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration. On the shortest and
smallest scales, the climate affects the plant's immediate environment
and so directly influences physiological processes. At larger scales, the
climate influences species distribution and community composition, as
well as the viability of different crops in managed ecosystems. Plant
growth also influences the local, regional and global climate, through
the exchanges of energy and gases between the


