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It has recently become apparent that criticism has fallen on hard times.
Either commaodification is deemed to have killed it off, or it has become
institutionally routine. This book explores contemporary approaches
which have sought to renew criticism's energies in the wake of a
'theatrical turn' in recent visual arts practice, and the emergence of a
'‘performative’ arts writing over the past decade or so. Issues addressed
include the 'performing' of art's histories; the consequences for

criticism of embracing boredom, distraction and other ‘queer' forms of
(in)attention; and the importan
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