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This is the first scholarly work to examine the cultural significance of
the ""talking book"" since the invention of the phonograph in 1877, the
earliest machine to enable the reproduction of the human voice. Recent
advances in sound technology make this an opportune moment to
reflect on the evolution of our reading practices since this remarkable
invention. Some questions addressed by the collection include: How
does auditory literature adapt printed texts? What skills in close
listening are necessary for its reception? What are the social
consequences of new listening technologies?
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