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These penetrating metaphysical and spiritual teachings cross the
divides of culture and time, providing unexpectedly modern insight.
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Opening new directions in research in both discrete event dynamic
systems as well as in stochastic control, this volume focuses on a wide
class of control and of optimization problems over sequences of
integer numbers. This is a counterpart of convex optimization in the
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setting of discrete optimization. The theory developed is applied to the
control of stochastic discrete-event dynamic systems. Some
applications are admission, routing, service allocation and vacation
control in queueing networks. Pure and applied mathematicians will
enjoy reading the book since it brings together many disciplines in
mathematics: combinatorics, stochastic processes, stochastic control
and optimization, discrete event dynamic systems, algebra.
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Why do Africans decide to leave their home countries? While the dream
of a better life in Europe is likely part of the explanation, one also
needs to examine the prevailing living conditions in the large and
heterogeneous sub-Saharan region. This Report investigates the actual
role of political, economic, demographic and environmental drivers in
current migration flows. It offers a comprehensive picture of major
migration motives as well as of key trends. Attention is also devoted to
the role of climate change in promoting migration and to intra-
continental mobility (two-thirds of sub-Saharan migrant flows start and
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end within the region). Two country studies on Eritrea and Nigeria are
also included to get a closer sense of local developments behind large-
scale migration to Europe.


