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Malaysia has long been a melting pot of various cultures and
ethnicities, including the three largest populations, the Malay, Chinese,
and Indians. Despite this, efforts to implement multilingualism,
advocated by language educators and policy makers, have been marred
by political and religious affiliations. Drawing on two decades of field
research, this timely analysis of language variation in Malaysia is an
important contribution to the understanding not only of linguistic
pluralism in the country, but also of the Indian Diaspora, and of the
effects of language change on urban migrant populations. The research
presented here will be of interest to scholars of Southeast Asian and
South Asian Studies.
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Haptic human-computer interaction is interaction between a human
computer user and the computer user interface based on the powerful
human sense of touch. Haptic hardware has been discussed and
exploited for some time, particularly in the context of computer games.
However, so far, little attention has been paid to the general principles
of haptic HCI and the systematic use of haptic devices for improving
efficiency, effectiveness, and satisfaction in HCI. This book is the first
one to focus on haptic human-computer interaction. It is based on a
workshop held in Glasgow, UK, in August / September 2000. The 22
revised full papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from
35 submissions. Besides a brief historic survey, the book offers topical
sections on haptic interfaces for blind people, collaborative haptics,
psychological issues and measurement, and applications of haptics.
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