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TheWorkshoponRandomizationandApproximationTechniquesinComput
er Science, Random'98, focuses on algorithmic and complexity aspects
arising inthedevelopmentofe
cientrandomizedsolutionstocomputationallydi cult problems. Itaims,
inparticular,atfosteringthecooperationamongpractitioners
andtheoreticiansandamongalgorithmicandcomplexityresearchersinthe
eld. RANDOM'98,heldattheUniversityofBarcelona(UPC),October8
{10,1998, isthesecondintheseries,afterBologna. This volume contains
all contributed papers accepted for presentation at theworkshop,
togetherwithinvitedlecturesbyJosepD az(UPCBarcelona), AlanM. Frieze
(CarnegieMellonU. ),MichaelLuby(ICSIBerkeley),andEmo Welzl(ETHZuric
" h). Thecontributedpaperswereselectedoutofseveraldozen submissions
received in response to the call for papers. All papers published
intheworkshopproceedingswereselectedbytheprogramcommitteeonthe
basisofrefereereports. Considerablee
ortwasdevotedtotheevaluationofthe
submissionsbytheprogramcommitteeandanumberofotherreferees.
Extensive feedbackwasprovidedtoauthorsasaresult,
whichwehopehasprovenhelpful tothem.
Wewouldliketothankalloftheauthorswhorespondedtothecallforpapers,
ourinvitedspeakers,thereferees,
andthemembersoftheprogramcommittee: MichaelLuby,Chair,
ICSIBerkeley AndreiBroder,DigitalSystemsResearchCenter
BernardChazelle,PrincetonU. AndreaClementi,U. ofRome AnnaKarlin,U.
ofWashington RichardKarp,U. ofWashington ClaireKenyon,U. ofParisSud
MichaelMitzenmacher,DigitalSystemsResearchCenter RajeevMotwani,
StanfordU. PrabhakarRaghavan,IBM MariaSerna,UPCBarcelona
AlistairSinclair,U. ofCalifornia,Berkeley MadhuSudan,MIT Aviwigderson,
HebrewU. PeterWinkler,BellLabs
WegratefullyacknowledgesupportfromtheEuropeanAssociationINTAS,
theComissionatperaUniversitatsiRecerca{GeneralitatdeCatalunya,and
Universitat Polit ecnica de Catalunya. Finally, we would like to thank
Helena Martinez,CarmeAlvarez,ConradoMartinez,
andJordiPetitiSilvestrefortheir helpinthepreparationofthemeeting.
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