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Lapita comprises an archaeological horizon that is fundamental to the
understanding of human colonisation and settlement of the Pacific as it
is associated with the arrival of the common ancestors of the
Polynesians and many Austronesian-speaking Melanesians more than
3000 years ago. While Lapita archaeology has captured the imagination
and sustained the focus of archaeologists for more than 50 years, more
recent discoveries have inspired renewed interpretations and
assessments. Oceanic Explorations reports on a number of these latest
discoveries and includes papers which reassess the Lapita phenomenon
in light of this new data. They reflect on a broad range of interrelated
themes including Lapita chronology, patterns of settlement, migration,
interaction and exchange, ritual behaviour, sampling strategies and
ceramic analyses, all of which relate to aspects highlighting both
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advances and continuing impediments associated with Lapita research.
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Contents; Preface; 1 Introduction; 1.1 Challenges to Aesthetic
Empiricism; 1.2 Methodological Interlude:The "Pragmatic Constraint "
on the Ontology of Art; 2 Aesthetic Empiricism and the Philosophy of
Art; 2.1 Aesthetic Empiricism; 2.2 Indirect Arguments Against Aesthetic
Empiricism; 2.3 Direct Arguments Against Aesthetic Empiricism; 2.4
Drawing Ontological Conclusions from the Counter-Empiricist
Arguments; 3 The Fine Structure of the Focus of Appreciation; 3.1 The
Structure of the Focus of Appreciation; 3.2 Performance and
Appreciation; 3.3 Ontology After Empiricism

4 The Artwork as Performance: An Argument from Artistic Intentions4.1
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Conclusions:The Case Against Contextualism; References; Index

In this richly argued and provocative book, David Davies elaborates and
defends a broad conceptual framework for thinking about the arts that
reveals important continuities and discontinuities between traditional
and modern art, and between different artistic disciplines. Elaborates
and defends a broad conceptual framework for thinking about the arts.
Offers a provocative view about the kinds of things that artworks are
and how they are to be understood. Reveals important continuities and
discontinuities between traditional and modern art. Highlights cor
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