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The Indian subcontinent is vulnerable to drought, floods, cyclones and
earthquakes. Landslides, avalanche and forest fires also occur
frequently. Among the 32 States/Union Territories in the country, 22
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are multi-disaster prone. As much as 40 million hectare of land in the
country has been identified as flood prone, and on an average 18.6
million hectare of land is flooded annually. About 57% of area of the
country is vulnerable to seismic activity. 18% of country's total area is
drought prone, approximately 50 million people are annually affected
by drought and about 68% of total sown area of
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The pacemaking and conduction system (PCS) is vital for generating
and synchronizing the heart beat.  Dysfunction of this system can be a
direct cause of cardiac conduction disturbance, arrhythmias and
sudden cardiac death. A wealth of information has been collected over
many years on the unique histological, morphological and phenotypic
characteristics of specialized cardiac tissues.  The cellular and
molecular mechanisms that govern development of the PCS are now
starting to be understood. This book draws together contributions from
an international and interdisciplinary group of experts w
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