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Sommario/riassunto As a field concerned with the production, consumption, and analysis of
texts, English studies is also necessarily and uniquely tied to the
technologies that support those activities. As those technologies
evolve, the field evolves new research and teaching practices and new
ways of using and thinking about digital tools. No longer the sole
purview of a handful of specialists, digital texts (multimedia, Web
content, digitized material, etc.), tools (software and hardware), and
user practices (how readers and writers interact with, read, compose,
analyze, share, and remix digital texts) pervade the field, from literary
studies to writing studies and beyond. Although many English studies
professionals have assimilated, investigated, and experimented with
digital tools and associated practices on their own, such work is often
facilitated by strategic collaborations. In fact, as this collection’s
chapters demonstrate, forming collaborative partnerships is often the
most productive way—if not the only way—to address research,
professionalization, teaching, program development, and other
challenges that arise as the field responds to digitality. Collaborative
Approaches to the Digital in English Studies joins the ongoing
conversation about collaborative work in the humanities. Instead of
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focusing exclusively on the digital humanities or emphasizing only the
large-scale computational analysis or archival projects typical of that
field of study, the collection focuses on a variety of projects led by or
involving English studies professionals in particular. In doing so, the
collection demonstrates growing interest in and diverse application of
collaborative methods within the field and provides examples of the
exigencies that have prompted a move away from the stereotypical
lone-scholar model of scholarly work toward collaborative endeavors.
The first aim of the collection is to present readers with compelling
examples of how English studies professionals are employing
collaborative approaches to the digital, thereby providing an up-to-
date perspective on the nature of the work colleagues are doing as they
come together around technology-related research and teaching
questions. The second aim is to provide readers with concepts and
models they can use in their own work as educators, researchers, and
administrators. With chapters by Joyce Neff, Liza Potts, and Carl
Whithaus; Lisa Spiro, Laura McGrath; Jim Ridolfo, Martine Courant Rife,
Kendall Leon, Amy Diehl, Jeff Grabill, Douglas Walls, and Stacey Pigg;
Sean McCarthy and Lauren Mitchell Nahas; Matt Barton and Kevin
Moberly; Magnus Gustafsson, Donna Reiss, Art Young, and Linda
Bradley; Caroline Cason Barratt, Jill Parrott, and Erin Presley; Monica
Bulger, Jessica Murphy, Jeff Scheible, and Elizabeth Lagresa; Alan Liu;
and Jentery Sayers.


