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The countries of the South Pacific have struggled to generate
sustainable economic growth since their independence. Interventionist
policies have failed in the past here, as they have in all other regions.
Business and government leaders in this region are now beginning to
acknowledge - as has happened in many other developing country
regions over the past two decades - that major reforms are needed to
put their economies onto a higher growth path. This study examines
the growth record of key Pacific island economies and identifies the
reasons for their relatively poor performance. It then looks at the
process of globalization that is affecting those and indeed all
economies increasingly; and the role the WTO has played in that
process.






