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The story of the Communist Party of Australia has been told in various
ways. Until now, however, archival collections that have borne on this
story have been relatively inaccessible to the ordinary, interested
reader. This book begins to redress that deficiency by bringing
together 85 key documents from the Russian State Archives of Social
and Political History (RGASPI), selected from a collection of thousands
of documents concerning the relations between the Communist
International and the Communist Party of Australia. The selection
focuses on the relationship between the CPA and the Comintern
because the activities of the CPA are essentially incomprehensible
without understanding the international communist context within



which the CPA operated. That context was dominated by the newly-
created Soviet state and its decision to authorize and utilize a network
of communist parties throughout the world.



