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The events of September 11, 2001, have had a strong impact on theory
and the humanities. They call for a new philosophy, as the old
philosophy is inadequate to account for them. They also call for
reflection on theory, philosophy, and the humanities in general. While
the recent location and killing of Osama bin Laden, the leader of al-
Qaeda, in Pakistan on May 2, 2011—almost ten years after he and his
confederates carried out the 9/11 attacks—may have ended the “war on
terror,” it has not ended the journey to understand what it means to be
a theorist in the age of phobos nor the effort to create a new

philosophy that measures up with life in the new millennium. It is in the
spirit of hope—the hope that theory will help us to understand the age
of terror—that the essays in this collection are presented.



