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Prince Nikolaus Il Esterhazy (1765-1833) is known as one of the
greatest collectors and patrons of the arts of his time. Based on an
ideological, historical and psychological framework, the biography fully
illustrates his lifetime achievement with regard to the visual and
performing arts. Against the backdrop of political and social changes in
Europe between the French Revolution and the Year Of Revolutions
1848, this book discusses to what extent art served as a medium and
strategy in the aristocracy's effort to preserve its leading role in society,
despite a loss of power as the estates-based society was gradually
replaced by one based on social classes.
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