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Planktonic protists both produce and consume most of the primary
production in the world ocean. They not only play key roles in the
oceans but also represent an astounding amount of diversity:
ecological morphological and genetic. However, for most taxa their
ecology, morphology, phylogeny and biogeography are either poorly
known or appear to be largely unrelated to one another; this hinders
our understanding of their biology as well as interpretation of emerging
genetic data. Tintinnid ciliates represent a singular exception.
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