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pt. 1. Avenues for bi-directionality -- pt. 2. Challenges to and
limitations on bi-directionality.
Cognitive linguistics is on its way to becoming a cognitive science, but
a number of problems remain. The relationship between cognitive
linguistics and the core cognitive sciences (psychology and neurology)
must be clarified: cognitive linguists can selectively import models and
methods from these disciplines as a foundation for their linguistic
theories, they can export their own models to these disciplines for
empirical testing and integration, or they can transform linguistics into
a core cognitive science in its own right. The latter requires a number
of changes to the models and practices of cognitive linguistics: it must
refocus on its linguistic heritage, adopt a more scientific outlook, gain
a higher degree of methodological awareness and restrict its models to
linguistic constructs and hypotheses that can be operationalized and
falsified.
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When David Gorlaeus (1591-1612) passed away at 21 years of age, he
left behind two highly innovative manuscripts. Once they were
published, his work had a remarkable impact on the evolution of
seventeenth-century thought. However, as his identity was unknown,
divergent interpretations of their meaning quickly sprang up.
Seventeenth-century readers understood him as an anti-Aristotelian
thinker and as a precursor of Descartes. Twentieth-century historians
depicted him as an atomist, natural scientist and even as a chemist.
And yet, when Gorlaeus died, he was a beginning student in theology.
His thought must in fact be placed at the intersection between
philosophy, the nascent natural sciences, and theology. The aim of this
book is to shed light on Gorlaeus' family circumstances, his education
at Franeker and Leiden, and on the virulent Arminian crisis which
provided the context within which his work was written. It also
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attempts to define Gorlaeus' place in the history of Dutch philosophy
and to assess the influence that it exercised in the evolution of
philosophy and science, and notably in early Cartesian circles.
Christoph LuIthy is professor of the history of philosophy and science
at Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands.


