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The Earth's ecosystems are in the midst of an unprecedented period of
change as a result of human action. Many habitats have been
completely destroyed or divided into tiny fragments, others have been
transformed through the introduction of new species, or the extinction
of native plants and animals, while anthropogenic climate change now
threatens to completely redraw the geographic map of life on this
planet. The urgent need to understand and prescribe solutions to this
complicated and interlinked set of pressing conservation issues has
lead to the transformation of the venerable academic dis


