1. Record Nr.

Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa
ISBN

Edizione

Descrizione fisica

Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910140978403321
Dimmendaal Gerrit Jan

Historical linguistics and the comparative study of African languages //
Gerrit J. Dimmendaal

Amsterdam ; ; Philadelphia, : John Benjamins Pub. Co., 2011

1-283-12828-4
9786613128287
90-272-8722-8

[1st ed.]
1 online resource (439 p.)

496

African languages - Grammar, Comparative
Historical linguistics

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph
Includes bibliographical references and index.

pt. 1. The comparative method -- pt. 2. The linguistic manifestation of
contact -- pt. 3. Studying language change in a wider context.

This advanced historical linguistics course book deals with the
historical and comparative study of African languages. The first part
functions as an elementary introduction to the comparative method,
involving the establishment of lexical and grammatical cognates, the
reconstruction of their historical development, techniques for the
subclassification of related languages, and the use of language-internal
evidence, more specifically the application of internal reconstruction.
Part Il addresses language contact phenomena and the status of
language in a wider, cultural-historical and ecological context. Part Ill
deals with the relationship between comparative linguistics and other
disciplines. In this rich course book, the author presents valuable views
on a number of issues in the comparative study of African languages,
more specifically concerning genetic diversity on the African continent,
the status of pidginised and creolised languages, language mixing, and
grammaticalisation.



