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Cars, Conduits and Kampongs offers a wide panorama of the
modernization of the cities in Indonesia between 1920 and 1960. The
contributions present a case for asserting that Indonesian cities were
not merely the backdrop to processes of modernization and rising
nationalism, but formed a causal factor. Modernization, urbanization,
and decolonization were intrinsically linked. The various chapters deal
with such innovations as the provision of medical treatments, fresh
water and sanitation, the implementation of town planning and housing
designs, and policies for coping with increased motorized traffic and
industrialization. The contributors share a broad critique of the
economic and political dimensions of colonialism, but remain alert to
the agency of colonial subjects who respond, often critically, to a
European modernity. Contributors include: Freek Colombijn, Joost Coté,
Saki Murakami, Michelle Kooy, Karen Bakker, Pauline K.M. van
Roosmalen, Hans Versnel, Farabi Fakih, Radjimo Sastro Wijono, Gustaaf
Reerink, Arjan Veering, Johny A. Khusyairi, Purnawan Basundoro, Ida
Liana Tanjung, and Sarkawi B. Husain A full text Open Access version is
also available.


