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As human populations grow, so do the resource demands imposed on
ecosystems, and the impacts of anthropogenic use and abuse are
becoming ever more apparent. This has led to the development of the
concept of ecosystem services, which describes the beneficial functions
provided by ecosystems for human society. Ecosystem services are
limited and hence threatened by over-exploitation, and there is an
urgent imperative to evaluate trade-offs between immediate and long-
term human needs and to take action to protect biodiversity, which is a
key factor in delivering ecosystem services. To help inform



