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Writing has changed due to the affordances of digital technologies, and
writing assessment has changed as well. As writing programs integrate
more digital writing work, students, teachers, and administrators face
the rewards and challenges of assessing and evaluating multimodal and
networked writing projects. Whether classroom-based or program-
level; whether in first-year writing, technical communication, or
writing-across-the-curriculum; whether formative or summative; and
whether for purposes of placement, grading, self-study, or external
reporting, digital writing complicates the processes and practices of
assessment. The chapters in Digital Writing Assessment & Evaluation
place emphasis on assessment of digital writing—the methodological,
technological, and ethical approaches for and issues involved with
assessing multimodal, networked texts (and the student learning they
represent). Authors address questions such as: How do different
approaches to assessing traditional writing (8 1/2 x 11 word-centric
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texts) port—or not—to the assessment of digital writing? What
challenges and opportunities for assessment do multimodal, networked
texts present to teachers, program administrators, state-wide
organizations, etc.? What material and technological resources are
needed when assessing digital writing and/or how might existing
resources need to be modified? How are processes and products of
selection, collection, and reflection different (or not) with the
multimodal affordances of digital technologies? How do guidelines and
outcomes of groups such as CCCC, NCTE, WPA, AAC&U, impact
approaches to assessment? How might these guidelines and outcomes
need to be revised to better address digital writing assessment? How
might the multimodal, networked affordances of digital writing affect
issues of equity and access? How might groups often disenfranchised
by more traditional assessment be impacted by digital writing
assessment? How might eportfolios be designed for showcasing the
collaborative composing processes of multimodal and/or networked
writing? By what criteria should program administrators and instructors
assess and select course-management and/or eportfolio systems? The
fourteen chapters are organized into four sections, addressing equity
and assessment, classroom evaluation and assessment, multimodal
evaluation and assessment, and program revisioning and program
assessment. Andrea Lunsford provides the foreword to the book;
Edward White is the author of the afterword.


