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Sommario/riassunto The beginnings of historical anthropology as a transdisciplinary project
have to be located in the 1970s. However, in this part of the world it is
still considered as a young project. This seems to be the main reason
for not having yet developed a common understanding about its aims,
methods and core contents. There is also no unanimity about the
perception, advocated in this volume, that historical anthropology does
not represent a new scientific discipline but an altered understanding
of history as a discipline as a whole for the purpose of
transdisciplinarity. The intention of the endeavor ‘historical
anthropology’ is far from questioning established disciplines such as
the historical scholarship but to put man in its historical contingency
and cultural complexity into the focus of research and academic
teaching. Since the temporal dimension does play a central role
anthropologically oriented historical scholarship occupies a specific
position in this project. Historical anthropology is comprehended here
as integration of disciplines in the sense of a comprehensive science of
the human being. Historical anthropology conducted in a rather
peripheral region such as Southeastern Europe or the Balkans due to its
specific historic development and cultural features is confronted with
partly other challenges and has partly different aims compared with
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Western or Central Europe, for instance, which is reflected in the
composition of the present volume. It consists of five parts. The first
one addresses migration and adaption strategies, the second one
gender relations and stages of life. The third one deals with the
complex relationship of geographic features such as mountains and
sea, and the human being. The fourth part is devoted to law and
disciplining, and the concluding one to identities. The authors are
either directly affiliated with Centre for Southeast European History and
Anthropology at University of Graz or colleagues from abroad with
whom the Centre has intensive collaboration.


