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Introduction : a difficult topic, little studied, poorly understood -- What
is writing? -- Writing with signs -- Categories and features of writing
-- Some general issues in the study of writing -- Protocuneiform and
counting tokens -- Origins of lexigraphic writing in Mesopotamia --
Plato's Ideas and Champollion's decipherment of the Egyptian
hieroglyphs -- Egyptian writing and Egyptian speech -- The origin and
nature of Egyptian writing -- "The house of life" : scribes and writing in
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Writing: Theory and History of the Technology of Civilization traces the
origins of writing tied to speech from ancient Sumer through the Greek
alphabet and beyond.Examines the earliest evidence for writing in
Mesopotamia in the fourth millennium BC, the origins of purely
phonographic systems, and the mystery of alphabetic writingIncludes
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discussions of Ancient Egyptian,Chinese, and Mayan writingShows how
the structures of writing served and do serve social needs and in turn
create patterns of social behaviorClarifies the argument with many
illustrati


