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This is a book about thermodynamics, not history, but it adopts a
semi-historical approach in order to highlight different approaches to
entropy. The book does not follow a rigid temporal order of events, nor
it is meant to be comprehensive. It includes solved examples for a solid
understanding. The division into chapters under the names of key
players in the development of the field is not intended to separate
these individual contributions entirely, but to highlight their different
approaches to entropy. This structure helps to provide a different view-
point from other text-books on entropy.
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Droughts are a major hazard to both natural and human-dominated
environments and those, especially of long duration and high intensity,
can be highly damaging and leave long-lasting effects. This book
describes the climatic conditions that give rise to droughts, and their
various forms and chief attributes. Past droughts are described
including those that had severe impacts on human societies. As a
disturbance, droughts can be thought of as "ramps" in that they usually
build slowly and take time to become evident. As precipitation is
reduced, flows from catchments into aquatic systems decline.


