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The pixelated rectangle we spend most of our day staring at in silence
is not the television as many long feared, but the computer-the
ubiquitous portal of work and personal lives. At this point, the
computer is almost so common we don't notice it in our view. It's
difficult to envision that not that long ago it was a gigantic, room-sized
structure only to be accessed by a few inspiring as much awe and
respect as fear and mystery. Now that the machine has decreased in
size and increased in popular use, the computer has become a prosaic
appliance, little-more noted than a toa
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En dépit de sa taille réduite, de sa population d’un million d’habitants,
Djibouti est parvenu en quelques années à acquérir une notoriété
internationale. Cette notoriété peut surprendre. Le pays bénéficie d’un
positionnement stratégique essentiel dans la Corne de l’Afrique. Un
héritage qui s’est imposé à ses dirigeants et à la société politique
djiboutienne. Ce positionnement, à l’entrée du Golfe d’Aden entre la
mer Rouge et l’Océan indien, demeure un outil primordial pour
sécuriser les soutiens politiques, économiques et militaires des
puissances. On peut néanmoins chercher dans les choix djiboutiens les
fondements d’une stratégie visant à exploiter ce positionnement. Il
nous a paru que Djibouti est un cas singulièrement intéressant, et ce
particulièrement pour l’étude des politiques étrangères de petits États.
Celui-ci nous invite donc à nous intéresser à la puissance des États de
petite taille et à leur capacité à exploiter leur positionnement
géographique malgré leur taille.  Despite its small size, its population
of one million, Djibouti has managed in a few years to acquire an



international reputation. Djibouti’s visibility can be surprising. The
country benefits from a key strategic positioning in the Horn of Africa.
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The symbolic importance of Barack Obama's election is without
question. But beyond symbolism, does the election of African-American
politicians matter? Grose argues that it does and presents a unified
theory of representation. Electing African-American legislators yields
more federal dollars and congressional attention directed toward
African-American voters. However, race and affirmative action
gerrymandering have no impact on public policy passed in Congress.
Grose is the first to examine a natural experiment and exceptional
moment in history in which black legislators - especially in the U.S.
South - represented districts with a majority of white constituents. This
is the first systematic examination of the effect of a legislator's race
above and beyond the effect of constituency racial characteristics.
Grose offers policy prescriptions, including the suggestion that voting
rights advocates, the courts, and redistricters draw 'black decisive
districts', electorally competitive districts that are likely to elect African
Americans.


