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There are wide inconsistencies between, and even within, countries in
how community-orientated care is defined and interpreted. The
analysis presented in this book take as a starting point an evidence-
based balanced care model in which services are provided in
community settings close to the populations served, with hospital stays
being reduced as far as possible, usually located in acute wards in
general hospitals. The surprising conclusion from the research is that
the same problems arise in all countries, regardless of resource status,
and thus the recommendations of this book apply to ment
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