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This open access book explores how research and policymaking in the
field of migrant integration have developed historically and how this
interrelationship plays out in the strongly politicised climate of

opinions on migration in Europe. It features interdisciplinary theoretical
contributions as well as original empirical studies on research-policy
dialogues at both the EU and country level. The chapters study not only
how the dialogue between research and policy is structured (such as
advisory bodies, research agencies, and ad-hoc committees), but also
how these dialogues affect policymaking and the development of
migrant integration research itself as well. The analysis reveals
profound changes in the dialogue structures associated with the
research-policy nexus in the domain of migrant integration. On the one
hand, dialogue structures have become more ad-hoc, often established
in response to distinct political events or to specific problems. On the
other, politicisation has not thwarted all efforts to develop more
institutionalised dialogue structures between producers and users of
knowledge. In addition, research has contributed to policymaking in
very different ways in various European countries. This edited volume is
unique in this effort to reflect on the impact of research-policy
dialogues both on the development of migrant integration policies as
well as on migrant integration research. It will be of importance to
scholars in this field as well as to policymakers and other stakeholders
involved in migrant integration policymaking.
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Schistosomes are human parasites distributed worldwide in tropical
and sub-tropical latitudes, especially in developing countries and
impoverished regions. These neglected tropical disease (NTD)
pathogens causes debilitating illnesses, which include
hepatosplenomegaly, hepatic fibrosis, haemorrhagic necrotic
ulcerations in the intestinal mucosa, urogenital tract diseases, in
addition to cardiopulmonary, renal and neurologic lesions due to egg
accumulation in the liver, intestines, uro-genital tissues and other

sites. Urogenital schistosomiasis is a risk factor for bladder cancer and
increases the risk of transmission of HIV infection.Despite extensive
effort to control this NTD over the years, deployment on a considerable
scale of commercially available drugs in endemic populations has
induced the emergence of resistant isolates and raised the need to
identify new targets for alternative therapies. Because of the availability
of genomes of the three major species of human schistosomiasis, and
through advances in functional genomics and live imaging, studies on
schistosomes have now come into focus as models to investigate
adaptations to parasitism and developmental biology of trematodes
and cestodes, and indeed flatworms and Lophotrochozoans, at large.



This Research Topic aims at gathering state-of-art essays on
schistosome genetics, genetics, pathobiology and immunobiology. It
also aims to highlight advances in understanding of the host-parasite
relationship, in paradigms that address this NTD, and to discuss new
perspectives and advances in chemotherapy and immunoprophylaxis.



