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In this collection of essays, we reflect on what it means to practise the
social sciences in the twenty-first century. The book brings together
leading social scientists from the Asia-Pacific region. We argue for the
benefit of dialogue between the diverse theories and methods of social
sciences in the region, the role of the social sciences in addressing
real-world problems, the need to transcend national boundaries in
addressing regional problems, and the challenges for an increasingly
globalised higher education sector in the twenty-first century. The
chapters are a combination of theoretical reflections and locally
focused case studies of processes that are embedded in global
dynamics and the changing geopolitics of knowledge. In an increasingly
connected world, these reflections will be of global relevance
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After losing his parents in the Floating Castle Incident, the sensitive
and mannered Chris Buckley has spent six years raising his magically
talented little sister, Rosemary, on the savings that his once-wealthy
family left behind. But that money is drying up, and Chris finds himself
with no choice but to seek out work in Darrington City as it spirals into
a depression. The only employer willing to consider his empty resume
is Olivia Faraday, the manic Deathsniffer. Olivia's special magical gift
gives her a heightened intuition which makes her invaluable in hunting
down murderers.When a Duchess of the mysterious Old Blooded
Nobility calls on Olivia to solve the mystery of her dead husband, Chris
finds himself tangled in Olivia Faraday's daily life and unable to extract
himself from the macabre questions of the investigation. His
involvement grows more complicated as political forces in Darrington
close around Rosemary, seeing her as a tool that can be used to end
the depression at the cost of her freedom-or even her life.



