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The only document we have by a 13th-century architect, the Aloum of
Villard de Honnecourt has been the subject of writings by art and
architectural historians since the 19th century and has been considered
the work of an amateur since the 1970s. Jean Wirth sheds new light on
the question, based on a philological study of the manuscript, and
proves that Villard himself is the author of the technical drawings
relating to construction. He goes on to provide convincing analyses of
the art of drawing and its numerous applications, from drawing from
nature to architectural plans. Drawings relating to engineering,
geometry and stereotomy are treated individually, in order to convey as
clearly as possible the technical processes they illustrate. An
examination of the architect’s travels, the monuments he saw and his
stylistic evolution allows for an accurate, corrected chronology of this
work, previously considered outdated. This intelligent and detailed
study will be a landmark in the rehabilitation of Villard de Honnecourt's
reputation.

L'Album de Villard de Honnecourt est le seul document personnel que
nous ait laissé un architecte du Xllle siecle. Connu et exploité par les
historiens de I'art et de 'architecture dés le XIXe siécle, il a été
considéré comme I'ceuvre d'un amateur depuis les années 1970. Jean
Wirth reprend le probleme a partir de I'étude philologique des écritures
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contenues dans le manuscrit et montre gu'il faut attribuer a Villard les
pages dont les dessins techniques relatifs a la construction passaient
pour l'ceuvre d'un continuateur. Dans une série de chapitres alertes, il
analyse ensuite I'art du dessin et son adaptation a la multiplicité des
taches, du dessin d'aprés nature au relevé architectural. Les dessins
relatifs a l'ingénierie, a la géométrie et a la stéréotomie sont traités un
a un, afin de clarifier autant que possible les procédés techniques qu'ils
transmettent. L'examen des déplacements de I'architecte, des
monuments qu'il a vus et de son évolution stylistique méne ensuite a
une rectification de la chronologie de son ceuvre qu'on croyait
retardataire. Cette étude s’affirme avec intelligence et précision comme
une réhabilitation de Villard de Honnecourt ; elle fera date.
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The LNCS journal Transactions on Computational Science reflects
recent developments in the field of Computational Science, conceiving
the field not as a mere ancillary science but rather as an innovative
approach supporting many other scientific disciplines. The journal
focuses on original high-quality research in the realm of computational



science in parallel and distributed environments, encompassing the
facilitating theoretical foundations and the applications of large-scale
computations and massive data processing. It addresses researchers
and practitioners in areas ranging from aerospace to biochemistry,
from electronics to geosciences, from mathematics to software
architecture, presenting verifiable computational methods, findings,
and solutions and enabling industrial users to apply technigues of
leading-edge, large-scale, high performance computational methods.
The 12th issue of the Transactions on Computational Science journal,
edited by Alexei Sourin and Olga Sourina, is devoted to the topic of
cyberworlds. The 13 papers in the volume constitute revised and
extended versions of a selection of contributions presented at CW
2010, the 20th International Conference on Cyberworlds, held in
Singapore in October 2010. The selected papers span the areas of
tangible interfaces, emotion recognition, haptic modeling, decision
making under uncertainty, reliability measures, use of biometrics for
avatar recognition, cybernavigation, multiuser virtual environments,
spatial data sampling, web visualization, and interactive character
animation system design.



