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Il tempo del Carnevale rappresenta il momento “selvaggio” della fine
dell'inverno e dell'inizio della nuova stagione, caratterizzato dall’
irruzione di figure di confine, maschere animali, personaggi che
richiamano il mondo dei morti e che portano con sé il germe della forza
vitale, I'energia che produce il risveglio della natura e preannuncia la
crescita e la fertilita dei nuovi raccolti. Questo mondo selvaggio si
presenta sotto le forme di una contiguita tra 'uomo e I'animale: i
travestimenti, le maschere, alludono a un mondo in cui le
caratteristiche proprie dell'umano e dell'animale si confondono e si
intrecciano. Tra queste figure spiccano in modo particolare quelle dell’
Uomo Selvaggio, I'essere umano che assume attributi e aspetti del
mondo animale, e I'orso, I'animale che piu di tutti si avvicina all'uomo e
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sembra presentarne un'immagine deformata. Si tratta di figure
simboliche che provengono da tempi e spazi lontani per raccontare
qualcosa che appartiene alle nostre origini comuni. L'orso assume
attributi e funzioni simili in contesti molto diversi, quali il mondo dei
Sami in Finlandia o i cacciatori-raccoglitori del Nord America,
rappresentando il confine tra il mondo della natura e il mondo umano,
tra I'animalita e la faticosa costruzione dell’'umanita; un processo che &
perdurato per secoli, forse per millenni, e che ancora non puo dirsi
compiuto.
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Includes bibliographical references at the end of each chapters and
index.

pt. I. Introduction -- pt. Il. Foundations for working with young

children and their families -- pt. lll. Understanding families and family-
early childhood practitioner relationships -- pt. IV. Working with
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families and young children in Australia -- pt. V. Working with families
and young children in other countries -- pt. VI. Conclusions and future
directions.

Early childhood is considered a critical but often vulnerable period in a
child's development where early identification and intervention can be
crucial for improving children's developmental outcomes. Systems and
family-centred perspectives are vital to support families and build their
capacities to lead normalized lives with improved family quality of life.
This book explores the family-centred practices and systems factors
which influence families' experiences raising children with complex
needs. It also considers the ways in which professionals can work with
families to build and support parent and child competence. Conceptual
and practical work from Australia, Canada, Europe and the United
States present descriptions of and implications for different family
system frameworks and early-childhood programs. Contributors in this
edited volume bring together contemporary information that bridges
the research to practice gap in supporting families of young children
with disabilities or delays. Chapters include: Early Intervention for
Young Children with Developmental Delays: Contributions of the
Developmental Systems Approach Family Composition and Family
Needs in Australia: What Makes a Family? Working with Families in Early
Childhood Intervention: Family-Centred Practices in an Individualised
Funding Landscape Family Systems and Family-Centred Intervention
Practices in Portugal and Spain: Iberian Reflections on Early Childhood
Intervention This book will attract the attention scholars of Parenting
and Families; Child Development and Childcare.



