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Atheism was the most fundamental challenge to early-modern French
certainties. Leading educators, theologians and philosophers labelled
such atheism as manifestly absurd, confident that neither the fact nor
behaviour of nature was explicable without reference to God. The
alternative was a categorical naturalism. This book demonstrates that
the Christian learned world had always contained the naturalistic
'atheist' as an interlocutor and a polemical foil, and its early-modern
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engagement and use of the hypothetical atheist were major parts of its
intellectual life. In the considerations and polemics of an increasingly
fractious orthodox culture, the early-modern French learned world
gave real voice and eventually life to that atheistic presence. Without
understanding the actual context and convergence of the inheritance,
scholarship, fierce disputes, and polemical modes of orthodox culture,
the early-modern generation and dissemination of absolute naturalism
are inexplicable. This book brings to life that Christian learned culture,
its dilemmas, and its unintended consequences.
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Presents the direct knowledge and vision of accomplished academic
leaders whose unique positions as managers of some of the most
complex academic and business enterprises make them expert
contributors. Users will find invaluable insights and leadership
perspectives on healthcare, health professions education, and bio-
medical and clinical research that systematically explores the evolving
role of global academic health centers with an eye focused on the
transformation necessary to be successful in challenging environments.
The book is divided into five sections moving from the broad
perspective of the role of academic health centers to the role of
education, training, and disruptive technologies. It then addresses the
discovery processes, improving funding models, and research
efficiency. Subsequent sections address the coming changes in
healthcare delivery and future perspectives, providing a complete
picture of the needs of the growing and influential healthcare sector. --


