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Part I. The first modern president -- TR's roller coaster reputation --
Delighted defender of family and country -- Misconceptions about TR
-- The Bull Moose progressive -- Part II. The making of a conservative
reformer -- TR's political education -- TR's run-up to the White House
-- Part lll. TR as president: domestic policy -- The trust buster myth --
Sidestepping the tariff third rail -- Neglecting currency/banking reform
-- Setting the model for labor disputes -- Protecting consumer health
and safety -- Conserving natural resources -- Delivering water to the
arid west -- Winning, then losing Black voters -- Part IV. TR as
president: foreign policy -- Britain: forging the special relationship --
Germany: restraining the Kaiser -- Japan: preventing war in the Pacific
-- Panama: making the dirt fly -- Monroe Doctrine: adding a police
power -- Part V. Assessing his two terms -- One of the greatest
presidents -- Founding father of the American century.

Theodore Roosevelt has a complicated legacy. To some, he was the
quintessential American patriot and hero, a valiant soldier who won the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Others remember him as a cultural icon,
the man who brandished a "big Stick," proclaimed the "Square Deal,"
led a "Strenuous Life," and inspired the "Teddy Bear." He was a
farsighted conservationist who essentially founded the modern
environmental movement. He was also a legendary hunter. Mark Twain
once called him "insane." So who was the real Teddy Roosevelt? Daniel



Ruddy's new biography cuts through the impenetrable tangle of
misconceptions and contradictions that have grown up over the last
century and obscured our view of a man who remains perhaps the most
controversial president in U.S. history. Avoiding the sins of hero
worship and character assassination, Ruddy gives the public what is
long overdue--a fair-minded and even-handed assessment of a
misunderstood American icon.



