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Sommario/riassunto Bobby Joe Looney and Deveraux LeDux are retired 'herb' smugglers
who made a considerable fortune during their working days. Bobby Joe
possesses second sight, a gift passed down from the Choctaw side of
his blood line. He is dark of eye and skin, mercurial and intense. Dev is
possessed of preternatural physical strength, violet of eye and light of
skin, laid-back and gentle - unless crossed. Along with Jack Lee, with
whom they have a long friendship from their days at the University of
Georgia, they are both handy in a tight spot. Bobby Joe is the one who
comes up with the idea of going to Brazil, and who dubs himself and
Dev "dinosaurs" and Brazil a fitting "heaven" for their final retirement.
Behind it is the fact that he has discovered he has relatives there. They
are descendants of a group called 'confederados', who left for Brazil at
the end of the Civil War rather than surrender. Upon meeting them, his
family reunion turns out to be an event that shakes his world.
Meanwhile, Jack Lee barely escapes with his life when the law raids his
cabin. Warrants have been issued relating to the time he investigated
the murder of his old partner in the 'herb' Trade, and Jack is forced to
go on the run. Bobby Joe and Dev invite him to join them in Brazil,
where they have been set up in style by another old friend. He is a
former exchange student who also attended UGA, and who presents
the public persona of a successful businessman and political fixer, but
is in reality something else altogether. Jack makes it to Brazil, but with
the law on his trail. The dramatic tension in this novel derives from the
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collision of these outlaws and the extra-legal U.S. agents that are sent
to deal with them, and from the wild card involvement of a renegade
agent with his own agenda: the settling of scores with Bobby Joe and
Dev, whom he considers to be the source of his very special misery.The
'outlaws' survive to fight another day, but they have been bloodied, and
storm clouds are gathering on the horizon. The quiet retirement that
Bobby Joe and Dev had hoped for seems to be elusive, and Jack's desire
for a quiet place to meditate seems to be out of reach.


